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Responding to the climate emergency:
W hat shou ld M id- C amb ridge do?

Jan. 21: MCNA’s first meeting
at th e new  main l ib rary

When: 7-9 p.m., Thursday, January 21
Wher e: C amb ri dg e  P ub l i c  L i b rary, 4 4 9 B ro ad-
w ay, i n t he  C o mmuni t y R o o m, o n L e v e l  L 2
( se c o nd f l o o r unde rg ro und)  o f  t he  ne w  addi t i o n.

A g end a :
� D i sc ussi o n o f  t he  c l i mat e  e me rg e nc y

and w hat  M -C  c an do  t o  suppo rt  t he  e f f o rt s t o
re duc e  c arb o n e mi ssi o ns;
� I nf o rm ne i g hb o rho o d re si de nt s ab o ut

w hat  t he y c an do  ab o ut  c l i mat e  c hang e ;  and
� M ak e  re c o mme ndat i o ns t o  t he  C l i mat e

C o ng re ss.
� O t he r ne i g hb o rho o d updat e s, i nc l udi ng

t he  hi g h-ri se  de v e l o pme nt  pro po se d f o r 10 75
M ass A v e . ( si t e  o f  t h e  f o rme r B o w l  and B o ard) ,
an updat e  o n t he  Jac k so n G arde ns re de v e l o p-
me nt  pro j e c t , and o t he r l at e -b re ak i ng  M -C
ne w s!

C o nt ri b ut i o ns f o r t he  M arg are t  F ul l e r H o use
f o o d pant ry w i l l  b e  c o l l e c t e d at  t hi s me e t i ng
f ro m t ho se  w ho  w i sh t o  do nat e  no n-pe ri shab l e
f o o ds.

e mi ssi o ns o f  c arb o n di o x i de , t he  pri me  c ause  o f  c l i mat e
c hang e , hav e  no t  de c l i n e d, as c al l e d f o r b y t he  c i t y’ s
20 0 2 C l i mat e  P ro t e c t i o n P l an, b ut  hav e  i nst e ad ri se n
sub st ant i al l y. A t  t he  same  t i me , she  sai d, “ S c i e nt i st s
hav e  f o und t hat  t he  c l i mat e  i s c hang i ng  and w armi ng
mo re  rapi dl y t han e arl i e r pro j e c t e d, and t he i r w arni ng s
o f  t he  po ssi b i l i t y o f  di sast ro us c hang e s hav e  b e c o me
mo re  urg e nt .”

N o t i ng  t hat  t he  C i t y C o unc i l  unani mo usl y v o t e d o n
M ay 12, 20 0 9, t o  re c o g ni z e  t hat  t he re  i s a c l i mat e

C i t y’ s  C li mat e  C ongre s s  s e e k s
ne i gh b orh ood  i np ut  on cli mat e  act i on

(Continued on Page 2)

The  mai n i t e m o n t he  ag e nda at  a ne i g h b o rho o d
me e t i n g  t o  b e  he l d o n Thursday, January 21, w i l l  b e  a
di sc ussi o n ab o ut  ho w  M i d-C amb ri dg e , t he  ne i g hb o rho o d
and t he  asso c i at i o n, sho ul d re spo nd t o  t he  c l i mat e  c hang e
e me rg e nc y. Tw o  days af t e r t he  M C N A  me e t i n g , de l -
e g at e s f ro m M i d-C amb ri dg e  w i l l  re po rt  t hi s di sc ussi o n
and any re c o mme ndat i o ns t hat  e me rg e  f ro m i t  t o  t he
c i t y’ s f i rst  C l i mat e  C o ng re ss o n January 23 .

I ni t i at e d b y c i t i z e ns, t he  C l i mat e  C o ng re ss w as
c o nv e ne d b y M ayo r E . D e ni se  S i mmo ns t o  mak e
re c o mme ndat i o ns t o  t he  C i t y C o unc i l  and t he  e nt i re
C amb ri dg e  c o mmuni t y ab o ut  w hat  w e  sho ul d do  i n 20 10
and b e yo nd t o  he l p st ab i l i z e  t he  c l i mat e  and pro t e c t  t he
f ut ure  o f  o ur c i t y and human c i v i l i z at i o n. The  C o ng re ss
w as suppo rt e d b y t he  C i t y C o unc i l , t he  st af f  o f  t he
M ayo r’ s o f f i c e  and o t he r c i t y st af f , and has al so  b e e n
e ndo rse d b y se v e n f o rme r C amb ri dg e  mayo rs.

Cambridge's emissions of carbon
diox ide,  t h e p rime cau se of cl imat e
ch ange,  h av e risen su bst ant ial l y .

O n D e c e mb e r 12, 99 C amb ri dg e  re si de nt s, se l e c t e d
b y t he  mayo r f ro m al mo st  15 0  no mi ne e s t o  re f l e c t  t h e
di v e rsi t y o f  t he  c i t y and t o  re pre se nt  i t s many o rg ani z a-
t i o ns, c o nv e ne d i n t he  f i rst  se ssi o n o f  t he  C l i mat e  C o n-
g re ss. A mo ng  t he m w e re  t w o  me mb e rs o f  t he  M C N A
c o o rdi nat i ng  c o mmi t t e e , D e b b y K ni g ht  and Jo hn P i t k i n,
as w e l l  as se v e ral  o t h e r re si de nt s o f  t he  ne i g hb o rho o d.

Thi s se ssi o n c o nsi st e d o f  sho rt  i nf o rmat i o nal  pre se n-
t at i o ns ab o ut  t he  sc i e nc e  and po l i c y re spo nse s, and smal l
g ro up di sc ussi o ns ab o ut  t he  l o c al  re spo nse  and b rai n-
st o rmi ng  f o r ne w  i de as o f  ac t i o n. A  summary and no t e s
o f  t he se  di sc ussi o ns c an b e  f o und o n t he  c i t y’ s W e b  si t e ,
ht t p: / / w w w .c amb ri dg e ma.g o v / de pt ann.c f m? st o ry_ i d= 24 5 7.

I n M ayo r S i mmo ns’ s spe e c h o pe ni ng  t h e  f i rst
se ssi o n o f  t h e  C o ng re ss, she  re po rt e d t hat  C amb ri dg e ' s



The  M C N A  had a v e ry b usy f al l  c al e ndar, st art i ng
w i t h ano t he r suc c e ssf ul  Y ard S al e  o n S e pt e mb e r 13 ,
and e ndi ng  w i t h a w o nde rf ul  H o l i day P art y o n D e c e m-
b e r 6 , 20 0 9.

The  Y ard S al e , he l d i n t he  H arv ard S t re e t  yard o f
Judy and B i l l  B i b b i ns, rai se d $ 5 3 0  f o r F o o d f o r F re e ,
w hi c h w o rk s t o  suppl y f re sh pro duc e  and o t he r g o o ds t o
nume ro us l o c al  f o o d pant ri e s. The  do nat i o n, made  o n
b e hal f  o f  t he  M C N A , w as muc h appre c i at e d b y
E x e c ut i v e  D i re c t o r D av i d L e sl i e , part i c ul arl y g i v e n t he
di f f i c ul t  e c o no mi c  t i me s. A  spe c i al  t hank s t o  t he
B i b b i ns’ s and t o  Tuny M c M aho n f o r o rg ani z i ng  t h e
e v e n t .

 W e  w i l l  al so  c o nt i nue  t o  c o l l e c t  c o nt ri b ut i o ns f o r
t he  M arg are t  F ul l e r H o use  f o o d pant ry at  many M C N A
e v e nt s, i nc l udi ng  t he  upc o mi ng  January me e t i ng .

O n O c t o b e r 19, t he  M C N A  ho st e d al mo st  al l  o f  t he
21 c andi dat e s v yi ng  f o r 11 c i t y c o unc i l  se at s at  C am-
b ri dg e  C o l l e g e , usi ng  an i nno v at i v e  ro und-ro b i n o r
“ spe e d dat i ng ”  me t ho do l o g y.

The  6 0  M C N A  me mb e rs at t e ndi ng  t he  e v e nt  g o t  t o
c ho o se  t he  t o pi c s t hat  mo st  i nt e re st e d t he m, as w e l l  as
w hi c h c andi dat e s t he y w ant e d t o  he ar f ro m. F e e db ac k
f ro m me mb e rs and c andi dat e s w as e x t re me l y po si t i v e ,
and w e  l o o k  f o rw ard t o  usi ng  t hi s appro ac h ag ai n f o r

From Yard Sale to yule party,
MCNA has busy fall
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e me rg e nc y, she  c o nt i nue d, “ The  q ue st i o n b e f o re  us i s
w he t he r w e  c an do  mo re  t o  re spo nd mo re  e f f e c t i v e l y,
b y w o rk i ng , no t  j ust  se parat e l y as i ndi v i dual s, b usi -
ne sse s, i nst i t ut i o ns and a c i t y g o v e rnme nt , b ut  b y
w o rk i ng  t o g e t he r as a c o mmuni t y, no w  t hat  w e  k no w
t hat  t he  ne e d f o r ac t i o n i s so  urg e nt  t hat  w e  must
c o nsi de r i t  an e me rg e nc y. H o w  do  w e  re spo nd t o  w hat
sc i e nc e  i s t e l l i ng  us? ”

To pi c s f o r di sc ussi o n at  t he  N e i g hb o rho o d M e e t i ng
o n t he  21st  i nc l ude :
� R e c o mme ndat i o ns f o r c i t y ac t i o n;
� R ai si ng  M i d-C amb ri dg e  re si de nt s’  aw are ne ss

ab o ut  t he  c l i mat e  e me rg e nc y;
� I nf o rmi ng  re si de nt s o f  w hat  t he y c an do  ab o ut

c l i mat e  c hang e .

(Continued f r om  Page 1 )

N e i g hb o rho o d re si de nt s are  i nv i t e d t o  j o i n i n t he
c l asse s at  t he  L o ng f e l l o w  N e i g h b o rho o d C o unc i l  and
C o mmuni t y S c ho o l , as t he  w i nt e r se me st e r b e g i ns.
O f f e ri ng s i nc l ude  pri v at e  musi c  l e sso ns f o r adul t s and
c hi l dre n i n pi ano , v o i c e , f l ut e , re c o rde r, and re c o rde r
e nse mb l e s.

C l asse s run f ro m M o nday t hro ug h F ri day. The  f e e
i s $ 25 5  f o r 14  pri v at e  3 0 -mi nut e  l e sso ns. P l e ase  c al l
P e ne l o pe  K l e e spi e s, c o mmuni t y sc ho o l  di re c t o r, t o
arrang e  a t i me .

A  yo g a c l ass f o r adul t s i s b e i ng  he l d f ro m 4  t o  5
p.m. o n W e dne sdays w i t h i nst ruc t o r M e l i nda B runo .
F e e  i s $ 14 0  f o r t he  se me st e r.

The  t e rm e nds o n A pri l  16 . S c ho l arshi p assi st anc e
i s av ai l ab l e  t o  e l i g i b l e  f ami l i e s. R e g i st rat i o n i s o ng o i ng .
A l l  c l asse s are  he l d at  t he  L o ng f e l l o w  C o mmuni t y
S c ho o l  o f f i c e s at  3 5 9 B ro adw ay.

F o r f urt he r i nf o rmat i o n, pl e ase  c o nt ac t  P e ne l o pe

t he  ne x t  c i t y e l e c t i o n i n t w o  ye ars. The  e v e nt  w as
e mc e e d b y D av i d S z l ag .

 M C N A ' s annual  ho l i day part y, ho st e d b y S t e v e
C o he n and M ary A k e rso n o f  F aye t t e  S t re e t , w as a
w o nde rf ul  w ay t o  c at c h up w i t h ne i g hb o rs and c e l -
e b rat e  t he  ho l i day se aso n. A b o ut  5 0  M C N A  me mb e rs
share d ho t  and c o l d ho rs d' o e uv re s, di ps, c he e se s, and a
g re at  se l e c t i o n o f  ho me made  sw e e t s.

Thank s t o  S t e v e  and M ary, and F rank i e  L i e b e rman
and Tuny M c M aho n, w ho  c o o rdi nat e d t he  e v e nt .
C li mate C on g res s

N ei g h b orh ood H appen i n g s
Mu sic  and  y o ga c l asses at
L o ngfel l o w  Co mmu nity  S c h o o l L earn ab o u t p l anning fo r aging,

al ternativ e energy
The  L o ng f e l l o w  C o mmuni t y C o unc i l  E v e ni ng  w i t h

L o ng f e l l o w  se ri e s i s spo nso ri ng  a pro g ram o n “ C o mmu-
ni t y P l anni ng  f o r an A g i ng  P o pul at i o n”  o n M o nday,
F e b ruary 8 , at  7 p.m. at  t he  L o ng f e l l o w  C o mmuni t y
S c ho o l  o f f i c e  at  3 5 9 B ro adw ay. The  o f f i c e  i s do w n-
st ai rs i n t he  A nt ri m S t re e t  w i ng  o f  t he  sc ho o l ;  ri ng  t he
b e l l  b y t he  do o r o n t he  i nsi de  c o urt yard.

O n M o nday, M arc h 8 , at  7, S ue  B ut l e r o f  C l i nt o n
S t re e t  w i l l  spe ak  o n “ G re e n C hang e s o n C l i nt o n
S t re e t .”  The  f o rme r pre si de nt  o f  G re e n D e c ade
C amb ri dg e , S ue  w i l l  di sc uss v ari o us al t e rnat i v e  t e c h-
no l o g i e s she  has e x pe ri me nt e d w i t h f o r e ne rg y pro duc -
t i o n, i nc l udi ng  g e o t he rmal  he at i ng  syst e ms, w i nd
t urb i ne s, and pho t o v o l t ai c  so l ar pane l s.

The se  pro g rams are  f re e  and o pe n t o  t he  pub l i c .
F o r mo re  i nf o rmat i o n, pl e ase  c o nt ac t  P e ne l o pe
K l e e spi e s at  6 17-3 4 9-6 26 0  o r 6 17-3 8 8 -3 8 90 .

K l e e spi e s at  6 17-3 4 9-6 26 0  o r 6 17-3 8 8 -3 8 90 .
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W i t h t he  re c e nt  o pe ni ng  o f  t he  M ai n L i b rary t hi s f al l
and t he  c o mpl e t i o n o f  t he  W ar M e mo ri al  e arl i e r i n 20 0 9,
o nl y t he  re no v at i o n o f  t he  C amb ri dg e  R i ndg e  and L at i n
H i g h S c ho o l  re mai ns o f  t he  pro j e c t s unde rw ay i n t he
Jo an L o re nt z  P ark  are a.

The  re no v at i o n b e g an i mme di at e l y af t e r t he  e nd o f
t he  spri ng  20 0 9 sc ho o l  ye ar. The  pro j e c t  i s o n sc he dul e
f o r c o mpl e t i o n b y t he  o pe ni ng  o f  t he  f al l  20 11 sc ho o l
ye ar. The  re no v at i o n i s b e i ng  c o nduc t e d i n t hre e  phase s:
t he  f i rst  phase  c o nsi st s o f  c o mpl e t e  i nt e ri o r w o rk  o n t he
A rt s b ui l di ng  and sc ho o l  l i b rary, w i t h l i me st o ne  re pai rs,
ne w  ro o f i ng  and ro o f t o p e q ui pme nt  i nst al l at i o ns. I n
addi t i o n, a po rt i o n o f  t he  R i ndg e  b ui l di ng  w i l l  al so  b e
w o rk e d o n. Thi s phase  w i l l  e x t e nd ano t he r se v e n
mo nt hs unt i l  A ug ust  20 10 , w he n t he  se c o nd phase  i s
sc he dul e d t o  b e g i n.

P hase  2 w i l l  f i ni sh w o rk  o n t he  R i ndg e  b ui l di ng ,
w i t h part i al  re no v at i o n t o  t he  c af e t e ri a and i nst al l at i o n
o f  ne w  w i ndo w s, as w e l l  as c o nc re t e  and l i me st o ne

C RL S  renov ation on schedu le f or F all 2 0 1 1

L o c al  re si de nt s are  c ryi ng  " f o ul "  o v e r de v e l o pe rs'
l at e st  t ac t i c  f o r e v adi ng  t he  c i t y’ s F l o o r A re a R at i o
( F A R )  l i mi t s o n ne i g hb o rho o d de nsi t y. A  b ui l di ng ' s
al l o w ab l e  l i v i ng  spac e  i s l i mi t e d b y z o ni ng  o rdi nanc e s t o
a pe rc e nt ag e  o f  t he  si z e  o f  t he  l o t . The  M assac huse t t s
B ui l di ng  C o d e  c l assi f i e s spac e  w i t h a c e i l i ng  he i g h t  o f
6 ’ 8 ”  o r hi g he r as " hab i t ab l e ,"  b ut  t h e  C amb ri dg e  z o ni ng
o rdi nanc e s c o unt  spac e  w i t h a c e i l i ng  he i g ht  o f  7 f e e t
o r hi g he r i n t he  F A R  c al c ul at i o n--a f o ur-i nc h di f f e r-
e nc e .

D e v e l o pe rs are  ro ut i ne l y e x pl o i t i ng  t hi s l o o pho l e  b y
c o nst ruc t i ng  hi g h-w i ndo w e d " sub -l e v e l "  spac e s w i t h
c e i l i n g  he i g ht s j ust  unde r se v e n f e e t  ( me asure d f ro m
t he  c e me nt  f l o o r t o  t he  unde rsi de  o f  t h e  c e i l i ng  b e ams) ,
and l i st i ng  t hat  spac e  as " st o rag e "  i n t he i r appl i c at i o n
f o r a C e rt i f i c at e  o f  O c c upanc y. S uc h pro pe rt i e s are
t h e re f o re  i n c o mpl i anc e  w i t h t he  F A R  l i mi t s w he n t he
C e rt i f i c at e  o f  O c c upanc y i s i ssue d.

B ut  t he  sub -l e v e l  " st o rag e "  spac e  i s t he n upg rade d
w i t h hardw o o d f l o o rs, f i ni she d c e i l i ng s and w al l s, and
t he  pro pe rt y i s pri c e d and adv e rt i se d as hav i ng  t ho u-
sands o f  sq uare  f e e t  i n e x c e ss o f  t he  F A R  l i mi t s. I n
so me  c ase s t he  sub -l e v e l  spac e  i s e v e n mark e t e d as
" i de al  f o r a se parat e  apart me nt ,"  w hi c h c an b e  a
v i o l at i o n o f  t he  z o ni ng  o rdi nanc e s’  o c c upanc y rul e s.

N e i g hb o rs w ho  spe nt  mo nt hs o r ye ars ne g o t i at i ng

re pai rs, ne w  ro o f i ng , and ro o f t o p e q ui pme nt  i nst al l a-
t i o ns. A t  t hi s po i nt , st ag i ng  w i l l  mi g rat e  f ro m F e l t o n
S t re e t  t o  w rap t he  re mai nde r o f  t he  R i ndg e  b ui l di ng .
Thi s st ag i ng  w i l l  re mai n w i t hi n t he  c urb  l i ne . Traf f i c
c al mi ng  w i l l  b e g i n o n B ro adw ay ne ar F e l t o n i n t he
spri ng  o f  20 11, t o  b e  f i ni she d b y t he  f al l  o f  20 11.

N e x t  summe r t he re  w i l l  b e  a mo di f i c at i o n o f  t he
f e nc i ng  aro und t he  A rt s b ui l di ng  t o  al l o w  st ude nt  ac c e ss
t o  t he  are as c urre nt l y unde r c o nst ruc t i o n. The  c o nt rac -
t o r pl ans t o  re t ai n mo st  o f  t he  e x i st i ng  c o rdo ne d-o f f
are as f o r t he  re mai nde r o f  t he  pro j e c t .

The  f i nal  phase  w i l l  c o nsi st  o f  l andsc api ng  t o  t he
c ampus. U po n c o mpl e t i o n o f  t he  pro j e c t , t he re  w i l l  b e
no  l o ng e r any ne e d t o  l o c at e  ni nt h g rade rs at  t he  f o rme r
L o ng f e l l o w  S c ho o l  o n B ro adw ay, w he re  t he y are
c urre nt l y at t e ndi ng  c l asse s.

M i c hae l  B l ac k  i s t he  c i t y c o nst ruc t i o n manag e r f o r
t he  pro j e c t ;  he  c an b e  re ac he d at :  6 17-3 4 9-20 5 1 w i t h
any q ue st i o ns.

i n g o o d f ai t h t o  e nsure  c o mpl i anc e  w i t h t he  sq uare
f o o t ag e  l i mi t s and re sul t i ng  ne i g hb o rho o d de nsi t y f e e l
b e t raye d.  C urre nt l y ne i g hb o rho o d g ro ups, i nc l udi ng
M C N A , are  di sc ussi ng  re me di e s w i t h C amb ri dg e
o f f i c i al s. S ub -l e v e l  spac e  w ho se  adde d c e i l i ng s and
f l o o rs re duc e d c e i l i ng  he i g ht  b e l o w  6 ’ 8 ”  i s no  l o ng e r
" hab i t ab l e "  and c an b e  e nf o rc e d i mme di at e l y as st o r-
ag e -o nl y spac e  b y I nspe c t i o nal  S e rv i c e s.

B ut  t h e  b asi c  re me dy i s t o  b ri ng  t he  C amb ri dg e
z o ni ng  o rdi nanc e s i nt o  ag re e me nt  w i t h t he  S t at e
B ui l di ng  C o de . That  re q ui re s C amb ri dg e  O rdi nanc e
C o mmi t t e e  appro v al  o f  an ame ndme nt  t o  i nc l ude  al l
spac e  w i t h c e i l i ng  he i g ht  6 ’ 8 ”  o r hi g he r ( al l  " hab i t ab l e "
spac e )  i n t he  F A R  c al c ul at i o n.

The  O rdi nanc e  C o mmi t t e e  i s made  up o f  me mb e rs
o f  t he  C i t y C o unc i l , and i s c urre nt l y i n t he  pro c e ss o f
po st -e l e c t i o n re o rg ani z at i o n. H o w e v e r, c o nc e rne d
ne i g hb o rs t hro ug ho ut  t he  c i t y are  w o rk i ng  t o  mak e  t hi s
muc h-ne e de d ame ndme nt  a t o p pri o ri t y as so o n as t he
c o mmi t t e e  re sume s i t s re g ul ar se ssi o ns.

Wha t  i s  F A R ?
A c c o rdi ng  t o  t he  C i t y o f  C amb ri dg e  W e b  si t e , F A R

re g ul at e s w hat  si z e  b ui l di ng  c an b e  b ui l t  o n a g i v e n
pi e c e  o f  l and. “ F l o o r are a rat i o  ( F A R )  l i mi t s ho w
i nt e nsi v e l y a l o t  may b e  b ui l t  upo n. I ndi re c t l y i t  c o nt ro l s
b ui l di ng  v o l ume . F A R  i s t he  g ro ss f l o o r are a o f  t he
b ui l di ng  di v i d e d b y t he  are a o f  t he  l o t ,”  i t  sai d.

G oi n g  too FA R ?  L ooph ole i n  z on i n g  ordi n an c e
lets  dev elopers  c oun t b as emen t s pac e as  li v i n g  s pac e
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MCNA neighborhood meeting on the
neighborhood’ s  res p ons e to c l ima te c ha nge,
T hu rs da y ,  J a nu a ry  2 1 ,  7  to 9  p . m.  at the Main
P u b l ic  L ib r ar y ,  4 4 9  B r o ad w ay .  T he m eeting  w il l
tak e p l ac e in the C o m m u nity  R o o m  o n L ev el  L 2 ,
d o w ns tair s  in the new  ad d itio n.  S ee P ag e 1  f o r
m eeting  ag end a and  d etail s .

The M-C News is published by the Mid-Cambridge
N eighbo rho o d A sso c iatio n  an d the L o n gf ello w
N eighbo rho o d Co un c il.  Editor: P aula L o v ej o y.
R e p ort e rs : J o an  P ic k ett,  J o hn  P itk i n ,  F ritz  D o n o v an ,
Chris R o bi n so n ,  D ebby K n ight.  T he MCN A  do es n o t
disc rimin ate o n  the basis o f  disability.
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Fund-raising request inside: Please continue to support the MCNA!

Nei g hb o r ho o d  Meet i n g !
J a n .  2 1 ,  7  p . m .
Ca m b r i d g e P u b l i c  L i b r a r y


